The radiology of nontraumatic coma.
This article describes a logical approach to the neuroimaging evaluation of patients with coma. The decision tree analysis provides an efficient method and attempts to convey the logical sequential concepts of analysis of CCT findings in patients presenting in stupor or coma. The sequential approach tabulated serves as a good mnemonic for clinicians faced daily with decisions to be made in the evaluation and management of comatose patients. The approach also provides a framework for subsequent statistical (Bayesian or other) analysis of efficacy, cost effectiveness, and impact on clinical practice and health care delivery.